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the passing of the Parliament Act, Ireland became the 1912-1913
dominant theme in Home affairs, and this occupied the chief part
of Asquith's time and thought throughout the years 1912, 1913,
and the first half of 1914. The story of this -will be told con-
secutively in future chapters, but his Government was unceasingly
at work during the same period on a great variety of other
projects — the accumulated arrears of programmes held up till
now by the House of Lords—which may be glanced at in the.
meantime,
One of the incidental results of the Parliament Act was to require
Parliament to work at the highest pressure during the subsequent
session, so that measures threatened by the House of Lords might
have the benefit of its provisions within the term of the Parliament.
Not only the Home Rule Bill but the Welsh Disestablishment Bill
was carried through the House of Commons during the session
of 1912, and another hotly disputed measure, the Trade Unions
Bill, reversing—subject to a provision for dissentients to tf contract
out "—the Qeborne judgment, which had deprived Trade Unions
of the right of levying their members for political purposes, was
given the same priority* In the last case the precaution proved
unnecessary, for the House of Lords followed the precedent it had
«et in 1906 of not challenging organised Labour and passed the Bill
under protest* Asquith was strongly of opinion, aa he told the
House of Commons at the beginning of the session, that " the
limitation which the Osborne judgment put upon Trade Unions
was not a politic one nor one that was contemplated at the time of the
tegislatioa by which the present statue of the Trade Unions was
aw

